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LOS ANGELES, Feb. 24^It 
has been almost six weeks 
since ji tough federal prpsecui: 
toFstoode' into court here and 
premised ^t lu§. case against 
Daniel lillsberg and Anthony 
.J Busso Jrr would-be . simple, 
efficient, and Brief."' ■ 

There Would be no' problem, 
asserted David R. Nissen. to 
the jury, Wtabljshing^:. that 



. , , V-ii.irTj.ri oVCU-h 01M.1 a 1 rVJ 

expert was ^ detailing now g^y(jy qJ 1954 Geneva con- 
mW of whose fingerprints he ference on Ihdochina-to the 
found on each page of the doc- Hollywood office of an adver- 
uments. , ^ \ Using! woman, then known- as 

i Despite the, obvious need to ][,ynda Sinay. ' 

Wait-md-see,' legal experts, y,e help of | 

watchmg the c^e for its p^, jj sinay ‘and EUsberg’s' 
tential effects on both consti- Robert, the docu- 

&Srwortd!"ie":^^^^^^ ^ere phot^opled in the 

sessing the prosecution casa 

Justice . Department offi- the dupli- 

ciais, for example, have, told „te I'ooies " 

The ' Washington Post that ^ ' ... . „ 

they feel Nissen is doing well.'- - of toe evemngs, Vu 

■ Although the case is "quite ^an Thai, a former South Vi- 
•abatUe'Und Byrne seens to etnamese ^bapador to^the 
be giving toe defense "a great United States who was a Rand 
deal " of breadth,” said one 

! source at Justice this weeki Siriay 

ofticti to '.Kjotoi* th*i'grdup. for 



roll records of the persons 
who complied them. 

The defense claims that toe 
Pentagon papers were - not 
“government property” at: all, 
but were the ‘private papers” 
of three retiring Defense De- 



home. New; accords : were 
reached wito Cim^' 

But the judicial- process is 
slower than political^ physical 
or diplomatic proc^g^^nji 
Nissen w^ 

case TuejSay.motPjtii'im 

earliest 

Some^W.Tthe"jdB14^s have 
been unavoidable'— caused by. 
disputes oveifftfeTad^iiMbility' 
of ■ contro'imraiai evidence,! 
lengthy defense /ctos^xaniir 
nation of government witf 
nesses, and,, even jurors get- 
ting stuck oh toe freeway ia- a 
rainstorm,. 

On seiferal occasions,' how- 
eveTi the trial has beeh inter- 
rupted for special .'inquiries 
into the prosecution’s tactics. 

Indeed, at times Nissen him- 
self has seemed to be o,n, trial, 
albeiti^Mitpf 'tog presence of 
:toe J^i.ihid' Byfhe'’has,'Tn ef- 
fect convicted toe prosecutor 
of vioiatS^|;Apfetrialoider by 
withholding" material from the 
defense., , , 

No one caii,»know.how „the 
ten md twolmen in 

the jjh^ box nave reacted to 
toe case so far. . • . 



^^ctsrto ^n -a conviction 
a^inst EUsbSg and Russo. 
'.-But observers here insist ei- 
tj^^hat it is too early to tell 
Onnhajt the prosecution h^ 
3®^ei^d ‘a relatively weak 
'diSe. Abne lawyer who has 
isatch^d toe caSA,! closely sug- 
Wsted;: that Nissen offered 
i^ust, enough evidence to get 
tiy the defense motion fqr'ac- 
•quitUto Hls strongest material 
may Come on rebuttal,” after 
toe defense has presented its 
side..;. 

This is what the prosecu- 
tioh claims to have established 
sd'far with ten witnesses: 

•' Conspiracy 

Ellsberg, as an officlaRy 'au- 
thorized 'govfemment courier, 
on two separate trips from 
'Washington in Marc® and Au- 
gust- of- 196&; brought 18 vol- 
umes of an early draft of toe 
Pentagon papers to the-.Rand 
.CojppgatiPU'i.headquartCTS in 



pairing obstructing ' and de- 
feating” toe security classifi- 
cation system. 

■Niiisen insists that the evi- 
dence has-ertablished that the 
system is a “lawful govern- 
mental function,”" but the 
judge has indicated that he 
has serious doubts on that 
score. ’ ' ';:f ■ .fi’V 

; There has only been -indi- 
rect evidence on who classi- 
fied each document, but - Nis- 
sen says this is adequate and 
that he is not required to 
shovr,that toey' were classified 
'tbr good reasons. ' - 

••b. Theft of government prop- 
,^y;, ■ - , 

xEllsberg," vBy vno^^^ entering 
toe documents into . the rand 
security system and by dupU- 
caitULg. them, “embezzled, stole 






